Chapter X1
CATHERINE IN ROME

Wrrs THE completion of Cathenine’s book, her greatese spiritual
work was now achieved; her mission on carth was nearly at an
eu&,l The return of Gregory XI to Rome had represented her
maximum effort of co-operation in the important historical events
of her time. In dictating the last words of her book, the mvoca-
tion to the Trinity, she completed the legacy of her nich spiri-
tual life, and established for all times her sgnificance as a ystic.
She was to live for about a year and a half longer, her activity
was still to be assiduous and astounding, she was to write affecting
wonderful letters, to urge the Pope, the Cardinals, prelates, and
monks, friars and statesmen to defend the Church and purili'j,' it:
bu_t all this work, however admirable, was to show no markcd]}:
original character such as would increase her greamess in our

eyes,

She stll threw herself into the struggle and longed for the
triumph of Urban's canse; but she was distressed at the realisation
of her own powetlessness, and watched with a breaking heart the
non-fulfilrment of her desires, She had moments of joy, and after
the battle of Marino it seemed for a fleeting moment as if her
dreams were to be realised. Too soon the gloom retumed and
perturbing visions caused her great distress. She had always loved
men, and still loved them; she wanted them to be good and
happy, she believed in their salvation, but when she saw them at
work she fele disillusionment and horroe. Men find it easier to
sink to the level of beasts than to rise God-ward. She knew this
and grieved over it. During her trances and visions the earth
seemed 1o be transformed into Paradise, and she saw the human
and the divine merged in perfect harmony; but as soon as she
locked around her she saw the Church contaminated by sin and
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corn asunder by strfe within, It was as if the carth were doomed
tor become the realm of disorder, with the spirit of evil riumphant
over it

Everyday life is far from ideal, and Catcherine's senses told her
this; but the ideal is grearer than life, and therefore she would not
cenounce it. She preserved the purity af her ideal by immersing
herself more and more in prayer. She loved men and believed in
their salvation. If u.E:irien.cc disillusioned her, no matter; she
must mise above sordid reality; if the conduct of men ofien
saddened her, the ideal still gleamed and sang in her soul. The
wickedness of the world cannot be eliminated; buc the ideal is a
superior reality, a sublirnated reality, as it were, and Catherine,
the prophet of the ideal, soaring in spirit to the arure heavens,
was trymg to drag all humanity behind her. She did not succeed.
But who ever did: Who ever wills Mevertheless it must be
actempted, and with all one’s might. In the measure of the effort
made is seen the mecasure of the soul, and by this straiming after
the ideal there is established an indispensable continuity between
the lower world and the higher. Catherine lived ro spinitualise
herself and all mankind; she wanted to raise to the ideal level that

heavy and dull reality which is the sad heritage of the carth, and
which sometimes caused her such agitation, fear and distress.
Even when her body was tormented she felt he soul filled with
SUrpassing SWeetess, and becoming light and transparent like a
divine spirit: foris cruciatibus humanitatis, intws trivmphis divinitatis.
So the earthly was merged with the heavenly an until shorely
hefore her death Catherine always felt herself an integrating

of the humanity she loved and wished to save. When she rcaIE:;it
how little she could do for men she invoked for them a baptism
of Blood, the Blood of Christ that purifies all men and binds
them together as brothers. Only a few moments before her death
did she fmally cease from every desire and invocation for men, and
farn to God alone, with a long sigh of surrender and with
uns ble joy.

She arrived in Rome on November 28th, 1378 Twelve
days previously Charles V, King of France, had declared for the
anti-Pope, and cight days previously Giovanna, Queen of MNaples,
had officially taken the same step; the next day the Emperor
Charles [V died in Prague, and in Fome Urban V1 issued a new
v
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Bull, condemning Clement and various schismatic Cardinals and
prelates, Catherine arrived in the Eternal City accompanied by
some of her fellow Tertiaries and many disciples. She was glad to
be there. Her arrival in Fome was in fulfilment of her last
desire, msistently expressed to the Pope in the letters she had
written to him on September 18th and October sth, from
which we have already quoted. Hers was an official visit because
this time she had insisted on Fra Raimondo’s procuring from
Urban V1 2 written command, so as not to scandalise the Tertiaries
of Siena and those of her fellow citizens who accused her of being
a ‘gadabour’,

In Rome she immediately sought and obtained an interview
with the P-Upﬂ. Not]'.tmg 15 known of their conversation—Landao di
Francesco, writing on MNovember joth, 1373, to the Lords
Defenders of the People and City of Siena, informs us that
‘Messer the Pope saw and heard her very willingly. What she
asked of him we do not know, but we know that he was glad to
see her.' Probably Urban VI was glad to find in her a staunch
supporter of his legitimate claim.

b w* &

It was a very critical moment for the Pope. Rome was for the
most part faithful to him, likewise Florence and Tuscany, with
Perugia and other cities of central Italy; but the Queen of Naples
and the King of France had abandoned him, Urban’s chief
problem at that moment must have been to think of some way to
win back the confidence, loyalty and support of these two rulers,
Possibly, while Catherine was speaking to him, he was planning
to send her on a mission to Giovanna of Naples. He knew that the

ple of Maples were for him; in the summer of 1378 the popu-
m had assanlted the Bishop of Mural, who had preacll-:::d
against Urban. Burt the popular rising had had no influence over
the Queen’s decisions, and therefore it was necessary to find
some means of persnading her to abandon the schismatic cause,
Mo one could do this better than Catherine, who had been in
correspondence with Giovanna and was 3 most persuagive orator,
who had shown exceptional activity in Florence i the Papal
cause, and with her undoubted holiness would be of great help
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to Domenico d'Afragola, the principal preacher in Neapolitan
territory of the Crusade against the anti-Pope. Hence the Pope’s
plan to send Catherine to Naples, m the company of Catherine of
Sweden, also famous for her own sanctity and as the daughrer of
the saintly Brigid. This plan was communicated to Fra Raimondo
da Capua, who informed the two Catherines. Both Catherine of
Sweden and Fra Raimondo were averse to the project, the
former most decidedly, the later more timidly, When Fra
Raimondo explained to Urban the uselessness and dangerous
nature of this mission the Pope understood and gave up the idea.
This renunciation was a disappointment to Catherine of Bn:n.':,
who had for long cherished a hope of going to Naples to speak
with Queen Giovanna, and who was always ready to undertake
for Chuist’s sake difficult missions involving the risk of death and
requiring boundless faith for their accomplishment. She thought
it was cowardly to give up this plan and protested with some
vinlence—an attitude whiclil her confessor and friend adrlmmcl,
although he carefully forebore to bring the plan up again for
further discussion. _ o

At that time the Pope and Fra Raimondo were beginning to be
seriously perturbed by the trend of evens in France, and cspccu_al.ly
by the atitude assumed in favour of Clement VII by the King,
Charles V. No precise or official news had yet been received in
Rome, but it was known that the King had r-s:l:cn'm_'l .tht two
Papal Ambassadors, Niccola di San Saturnine, a Dominican and
Master of the Sacred Palaces, and Arnaldo, Bishop Dszrfi:lgust.a.
He had received them on the 1xth or 12th of September in Paris,
in the Palais de 1a Cité, and allowed them to plead the cause of the
Schisratics before six Archbishops, thirry bishops, many Ahbbots,
Prelates and Doctors of Law and Theology. This was clearly a
grave matter for the R.oman Papacy and on the 215t of November
Ambassadors were sent to the King of France to try to avert the
danger that the King might help the Schismatics or become one
himself. )

It is not our task here to outhine the history of the relations
between France and the Schismatics. It has been presented with a
wealth of documents, a lively historical sense, ;Iunt : ﬁLl'nt_‘,?:i
and breadth of view by Nogl Valois. Some details of Fra Rai-
mondo's mission have been set in a new light, and very astutely,
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by Pére Laurent. What matters for our stary is to understand how
events in France were judged in Rome ar the fime of Catherine's
arrival there.

Urban V1 had no political intnition and knew litde or nothin
of men. Ifhe had been a shrewder observer he would have r&a.hsog
that the agreement reached between the Limousin and French
Cardinals was sure to result in intense propaganda for their cause
m France and he would necessarily have adopted some useful
counter-measures, Perhaps Urban counted on ic loyalty of the
French people and the varions Universities of France—but this
was a misplaced trust, because although popular opinion was at
first in Urban’s favour it could casily be deflected, by a shrewd
king, towards a belief in the legitimacy of Clement WII, and this
n fact came to pass. It is true thatalready in June, twa Ambassadors
from Urban, Cicco Tortello and Pictro di Murles, had gone to
Charles V to inform him of the validity of the election of Bartolo-
meo Prignano, and it is also true that in Paris on the 16th of
June 1378 they had defended his legitimacy publicly in the King’s
presence; but, unknown to the Pope, Pietro di Murles was a
secret agent of the schismatic Cardinals, and in 2 private audience
with Cﬁarlﬂs V he had denied what he had asserted in public.

‘When he had sent new ambassadors to Charles V, the Pope

turned his attention to French affairs, pm—halps because the Smg!ﬁc :
5 the

he was engaped in, first with the Cardinals and then against
anti-Pope, absorbed nearly the whole of his activity.

Modemn historians are inclined to think that Urban’s di plomacy,
as shown in his dealings with France and the King of France, was
short-sighted and weak, because he had no well-thought-our

lans to put ar onee into action. Pastor ateributes to him the vast

sign of wishing to free the Papacy from French mfuence, but
here the great historian is surely prejudiced by his own wish, and
has ignored the message Urban VI sent to Charles V- ‘Although 1
am an Italian, yet [ have always been, and [ am now, by choice,
a Frenchman. I want to satisfy the King in all matters concerning
him, his henour and his advantage, more than any preceding
Popes, though Frenchman themselves, have done. T will do
much more, with great generosity and without seeking a reward,”

In politics Urban had no genius for taking the initistive, and
preferred to counter-attack rather than to attack. The few
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successes he enjoyed durjn%his Papacy were due not to his own
carefully constructed plans but to the conditions which regulated
the balance of power in Europe, and which vanous sow:rm%m
Were concmtﬁ:prwiﬂl. He acted encrgetically in certain cases, but
without being able to secure any advantages for the Papacy or for
Italy. He succeeded in overcoming some of his most powerful
and dangerous enemics, but m such a way that the leaders
responsible for thess successes soon became even more dangerous
enemies of his. Having no breadth of political vision, events often
took him by surprise and dictated his course of action. Although
he was courageous in adversity he had no skill in bending the will
of others to his own. He could mould neither States nor events
nior men ; and his desire for world domination led him in the end to

olitede.
¢ c};ceali:l};;st have felt ind: t surprise when he heard that the
representatives of the Cardinals had been ceremoniously received
by the King. He immediately nominated two ﬁmba.sszdo:.s o go
ta Charles ¥ bearing such mstructions as might serve to dissuade
him fiom schism. This time his Ambassadors were well chosen
for their loyalty to him: Giacomo Ceva, Marshal of the Curia,
and Fra Raimondo da Capus. When Catherine arrived in Rome
the mission of her confessor and friend had already heen decided
opon; nevertheless Fra Raimondoe was perplexed. He was
always readv to do his doty when his life was not thereby im-
P.eri]_fcd, but he had a presentiment this time that his new task
might be 2 very dangerous one. Certainly he would have pre-
ferred to remain simply the chicf preacher of the Crusade against
the Schismatics; he had heen given this posidon on the _Etl‘.l of
November of that year. But he could hardly refuse this new
henour, however dangerous. Urban, as Pope and as his friend,
counted on him: moreover, it was a grave cosis for the Church;
the political power of the Papacy was at stake; he could h_ardl}f
refuse a mission that might prove to be of the greatest service to
the Church. He knew that, come what might, he must strive
ta da his duty and set out for France, but he could not shake off 2
lively fear of the Corsair galleys, in che pay of the Schismatics,
who were lying in wait at the mouth of the Tiber and along the
Tyrrhenian coast. He had to go by sea, becaust on land all the
passes and roads were carcfully guarded by hostile militia, and it
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would have been folly to try to slis throush. arti
he wished to speak Z'it]'! h.i:rsr E—u:nlé Cathgr!'lj.rmﬁfvf?g rﬁﬂfﬂg&g
wanderful insight, might foretell the course of events.

As soon as he had a chance to speak to her at some length he
eagerly opened his heart to her, certain that she would counse]
him according to God's will, but with a faint unconfessed ho
that she rru?]n disapprove of his departure, Instead, although she
grieved to lose her friend again so soon, she rejoiced o hear of
Fra Raimondo’s new mission, and not only persuaded him o
obey the Pope bur, affirming that Urban VI was the legitimate
Pope, added : 'I want you to set yourself to preach and defend this
m']d:? tor it is your duty to do this for the truth of the Christian

It was a command that could not be questioned: a ¢
l:hat_d:.ril]cd and forrified Fra Raimondg's soml; ﬁu:i:@rm#bi
admitted that, in spite of this encouragement, he still flt some
qu:l].ms,_ of fear; in his heart he would have preferred to hear
Carhcn_ur tell him to stay peacefully in Rome, as we sec clearly
fr_om his aceount many vears later, when the worthy Dominican
still remembered the sadness thar had fallen upon his soul: T did
as she said, and bent my neck to the voke of obedience’. -

Perhaps it was with the intention to help her friend, inex-
perienced as an Ambassador, that Catherine gave him a letter for
Charles V. About two years before she had written to the King
at the Duke of Anjou’s request, to beg him to desist from waging
wat against _t.he English, 50 as to be free to lead a great Crusade
against the infidels. Probably Catherine did not know that her
letter had never reached him, and thought he still must remember
her. In any case, she considered it was her duty now to defend the
Church, and so it was necessary in these circumstances to warn
the King of the French not to fll into the snares of self love and
af th_osv: incamnate devils, Clement VI and all the schismatic
Cardinals. So she wrote to him, urging him to reject ‘the advice
of those who live in darkness' and not to give credence to the
false accounts in circulation abour the election of Urban VI
If, she said, after having read this letter, he still remained si_ni:crd'_,:

in doubt and did not wish to compromise himself by giving due
obedience ta Urban, he should at least remain neueral - T you do
not want to do good, at least do not do evil'. And why had he not
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appealed o God's faithful servants, who alone could enlighten
himn, to learn how the Conclave had been conducted: In writing
this she probably thoughe of her own sainely friends, who might
have given him good informanon and adwvice; it may be that she
would willingly have gone herself to speak with the King, to
convince him of Urban's legiimacy. In any case, for the moment,
he conld ask for informaton from the University of Paris: "You
hawve the founmin of knowledge there close to you', she wrote.
Had she known that, while she was writing, most of the Doctors
of that University had already decided for the Schismatics, she
would probably have indignantly referred 1o that famous sear of
learning as a “fountain of all iniquity’.

There is wery litele in this letter that the Clementines could not
easily have. refured. It is full of intense religrouws fecling, but,
peliically speaking, the arguments brought forward are weak,
It is not one of Cathering’s best effusions. It contains repetitions
of thought already, and perhaps better, expressed in preceding
letters. She makes no careful study of the evenes thar have
occurred, or of the causes underlying these events, and she
reports as certain truth the most unrelisble rumonrs thar were
then current in Rome. In fact Catherine knows very little about
what has happened, and although she writes with grear sincerity
and a certain vigour of style her arguments scem very ineffective,
One wonders, also, why she did not write to the Duoke, Louis of
Anjou, whe had shown such a liking for her im Avignon.

Meanwhile, Fra Raimondo had ro ser our on his mission.
Catherine accompanied him as far as hus port of embarkarion.
She was anxious to be near him, for she had some doubts abour
the energy and courage of her beloved master and disciple. When
he went on hoard the galley at Osta, and she saw the mooring
ropes cast off, she gazed at him with eyes full of tears. As the
ship began to sail away she knelt on the quay and made the sign
of the Cross with her uprassed hand, in the direction towards
which the ship was moving, thus invoking for him God'’s help
m his strugple against the elements and the perverse will of men.

It is narural for che Christian to desire the Church to be mnded
by samtly counsels, as it 15 also natural, m times of corrupt
meralicy, eo wish to replace a sinful clergy with priests who lead
blameless lives. These were Catherine’s desires. During  her
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stay in Rome her chicf aim was the reform of the Church, She
saw it corrupt and disunited, but she believed that is wounds
could be healed and its unity restored. She was sure God would
give His aid in the work of reformation, and therefore it was
necessary for His servants to labour with the utmost zeal and
trust in Him. While she visited the Churches of Rome her soul
was thrilled by continual reminders of the blood of the martyrs,
and she was sure that that blood would still have the power to
heal the Church. The Pope agreed with her that a radical reform
was needed—in fact, this was the point on which they found
themselves most closcly in agreement, and it was this considera-
tion that enabled her to pass lightly over his grave defects of
character, so that although she knew his violent and autocratic
nature had alienated even his own collsborators, yet she loved
him tenderly. He had understood the importance of her own
plan—to form a Papal Council of saints, mystics and ascetics, and
from this beginning to set out to reform the Church.

In the letter she sent to Fra Raimondo at Pisa, soon after his
departure from Rome, written to encourage him to persevere
in his mission to France, we find 2 succinet n:{%erttion of Catherine’s
thoughts on Church reform: “We see this Bride all dismembered.
But I hope that in His supreme and etemal goodness God will
make her members whole once more, of sweet odour and not
putrid, and that these members will be re-fashioned on the
bawed shoulders of God's faithful servants, lovers of truth, by
their many labours, sweats and tears, and humble and continual
prayers, And in our labours we shall find refreshment, rejoicing
in the reformation of this sweet Bride.”

According to Catherine only the Saints, the ascetics and the
mystics could thoroughly reform the Church. It never occurred
to her that these men, humble, pure, and powerful in the realm
of the spirit, might prove to be mediocre or incapable adminis-
trators of earthly affairs. She did not distinguish between the
relipious and the political Church, because she judged politics
solely as an expression of faith, and would willingly have re-
nounced all temporal powet if she had thought it was in any way
harmful to the power of the spirit. As there had to be a Papal
State she thought of it as a vast religious community, in which
human passions should have no power to hore, and all men
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¢hould love each other like hrothers, with their thoughts fixed on
Ged. It seems hardly credible that she thoughe _sux;h + Srare
could be st up on carth, within a given period of timi. She may
not have hoped for its establishment during her life, but she
certainly thought 1t would come about through the rule of the
servants of God. If the Church had holy men to guide it she
believed it would become holy—and from this to the settmg up
of the Kingdom of God on earth was but a short step.
7ith this idea elear in her mind, she insisted that Urban should
curround himself with pious and devout men, and more particu-
larly with those hermits, monks and friars whom she hersclf
knew and whose holiness she revered. During December 1378
<he often saw the Pope: ‘Catherine of Monna Lapa is here, and the
Holy Father has spoken to her many times, and sent for her many
times, the Siencse Ambassador, Landa di Frincesco, wrote on
December 27th, 1378, and added that she obtained from the
Pope whatever she desired. Urban, who was after all very pious,
came under Catherine’s spell, and, at least for a short time, seems
to have shared her belict that the schism could be avercome by
spititual weapons alone, and therefore at this time he willingly
listened to her and granted her requests. Her logic in speech or
writing, considered from a strictly Christian standpoin, Iscemad
to him invincible. So he approved of her plan of gathering hec
fricnds together in Rome to form a Papal Council, that was to
climinate schism and restore umity, puTity and strength to the
Church, and on December 13th he drew 3]‘; a Bull to be
sent to all the people she indicated. This Bull very evidently
ceflects Catherine’s own thought, and some of its passages,
stripped of their ceremony, might have been dictated by her:
“We believe and hope that in the prescnt terrible storm that
threatens to wreck the Church, more help will be gained, for
God's cause, through the prayers and tears of the righteous, than
through the weapons of war, and human prudence. With ths
note of confidence he appealed to all righteous members of the
Church o weep and pray without ceasing, to obtan IJ]I,F this
means the intervention of God to save the Papacy from rum.
Favwtier is surprised that Urban V1 did not entrust to Catherine
herself the task of gathering together in Rome the devout friends
on whose assistance she relied, but instead gave this charge to
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Fra Bartolomeo Serafini, the Prior of the Carthusian Monastery
of the little island of Gorgoma. Possibly the Pope's motive in
doing this was the desire to avoid invelving Catherine too much
in Church affairs, because some members of the Curia and some
ecclesiastics might have been scandalised to learn that 2 woman,
even if she were a moch admired Saint, was the promoter, and, in
a certain sense, the head of a Council whose function was to
exercise a reforming influence on the Pope and his Church. “Our
sweet Holy Father, Pope Urban VI, the true supreme Pontiff,
wishes to apply a rcmegyc necessary for the reformation of Haly
Church; that is, he wishes o see the servanes of God by his side,
so that their counsels may be a guide to himself and to Holy
Church’. But it may be thar Catherine herself did not want to be
made prominent, and so advised Urban to turn to her friend, Fra
Bartolomeo Serafni, reserving to herself, in a purely private
capacity, the task of gathering up her friends,
We do not know what part the Carthusian Prior of Gorgona
layed in this attempt to form and direce the new Papal Council,

ut we have four letters written by Catherine, in which she .

exhorts and encourages her friends obey the Pope's invitation,
and to set out without delay for Rome, where an extraordinary
mission awaited them, that of guiding both Pope and Church.
The plenary meeting was to have been held on January 17ch,
1379. The first to be invited were: Fra Bartolomeo Serafini of
Ravenna, Fra Giovanni Uperzinghi of Calcinaia, the Prior of the
Carthusian Monastery of Pisa; the Vallombrosan Giovanni of
the Cells; the Aupustinian William of Fleete; the Dominican
Taddea of Orvieto; the Franciscan Leonardo of Montepuleiano;
Fra Luca of the Florentine Umiliat, and Pietro of San Casciano.
We do not know to which QOrder this last-named belonged,
These were the names immediately suggested to the Pope by
Carherine, and those which came first to her mind; but other
names also were suggested, and sent to the Prior of Gorgona, so
that he might get into touch with all these devout men. Among
others, we leamn from Catherine's letters, were the Augustinian
Antonio of Mice, the Spoletan hermits Andrea da Lucca, Fra
Baldo and Pra Lando, and alsa Fra Pacling of Nala. Not a
numerows group, to be sure, for such a capiral undertaking, but
it was Catherine's belief that even a few people could reform the
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waorld, provided they were rooted in holiness and ready to give
their lives for the cause. These were therefore the friends on whose
devotion she relied.

Certainly, when we consider these Papal Counsellors today,
even from the rebglous point of view they scem to us, with one
or two exceptions, of mediocre character, similar to dozens of
others we could pick out in any age and any place; but Catherine
was not looking far afield; she preferred to choose men who were
spiritually akin to her, who breathed the same warm religious
atmosphere. It seemed o her futile to go out of her own crcle
to look for future reformers worthy of her esteem; and therefore
she turned only to those she knew, telling them their hour had
come; they must hasten to answer God's call: "Let the servants of
God come forth, let them come forth to armounce the truth and
sustain it, for now their hour has come’.

With this ringing certainty in her words she roused the luke-
warm, encouraged the faithful, and exhorted all the Caterinati to
fight for Urban VI and to hasten the end of the Schism. Nut_thl:
shightest ipple of deubt shook her confidence in the immediate
success of her plan; she was certain that the future was in her
hands, and in those of her Saints. The reform of the Church, for
so many years desired and prayed for, was about to take place.
She rejoiced; at long last the Church would become truly
Christian,

Meanwhile the news she received was anything but consoling.
Fra Raimondo da Capua, after having eluded the danger of the
Corsair ships in the pay of Clement VII between Rome and Pisa,
and later between Pisa and Genoa, had set out from Genoa to
Ventimiglia, where he had learnt that the roads and passes of
France were guarded by the Schismatics’ militias umder the
leadership of the Count of Génevois. Terrified, the worthy
Dominican was tempted to tum back on his tracks, He tells us
hirnself that a confrére of his, of those parts, sent him a letter of
warning tellmg him not to continue his joumney, because his
cnemics were Eetem]_i.uc:i to kill him, Perhaps this was an exag-
geration on the part of one Friar or the other, bc,fr:auselm all
probability the Schismatics merely sought o take him prisoner,
as they had done with his more courageous fellow MNuncio,
Giacomo Ceva, who had continued his journey, Fra Raimondo
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was too easygpoing by nature to venture himself in hazardous
undertakings: he did not want to be hindered, or, worse still,
molested; he loved and admired Catherine, bue had never suc-

ceeded in imitating her scorn of this ife of the bady; so, at-

Ventimiglia, as soon as he realised he was in scrious danger, he
turned back to Genoa.

Catherime was displeased as soon as she heard of this. She had
hoped that Fra Raimondo would overcome his timid natare;

perhaps she had illoded herself that she had, by her own example

and words, infused into him energy, faith and courage; bur now
she had to acknowledge that when the choice came her beloved
master and disciple thought only of himself and of his own
safety. She was distressed, even a [iede annoyed; her thoughts of
him were tinged with sadness; yet she never ceased to be com-
ssionate and motherly with Fra Raimondo; she wrote him a
etter in which she developed, enriched and adapted to her own
purpose the words of St Paul to the Corinrhians, or these similar
words he addressed to the Hebrews, where he affirme that he who
is fed on milk is a child ignorant of what he does, while men of
mature age and wisdom feed on solid food. For Catherine, Fra
Raimondo is at this moment a suckling child, for he wishes to
make the best of both spiritual and temporal worlds without
running, any risk; unfit for battle, he does not understand che
randeur of those souls whe, for a just cause, fing themselves
rlessly into the fight. For her the joys of prayer and meditation
acquire a greater value if they are preserved, or gathered, during
action; to be content with contemplation alone is to be content
with an incomplete or maimed spiritual life. In her own case
action did not diminish contemplation but Followed after it, and
therefore was contained in it. The brave fighting man has passed
out of his childhood and bears in his own body the wounds of
Christ. Catherine knows this from experience; her vivid and
powerful contemplation, expericneed i ecs and trance, had
never suffered any diminution when she had hurled herself, body
and soul, into the fight to defend Christ and the Church. In
raising oneself to the third Heaven one must never lose touch
with the carth; it is instead the third Heaven thar must come
down to flood the soul of the secker after righteousness. In action,
the delights of contemplation become more precious, and
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serenity more radiant. Those who fight always enjoy calm
weather even in a stormy sea; in bitterness they taste great sweet-
ness: with humble lirtle means they acquire measureless wealth;
while scomed and tomn asunder by the world they gather them-
selves more perfectly mto union with God. “While suffering
hunger, uakcﬁness, e accusations, violence and insults, they
feed themselves more perfectly on immortal food.” But her
beloved Father and disciple had not been able to join such proven
warriors: “You were not yet considered worthy to be on the
field of barde; bur, like a child, you were thrust behind; and you
fled willimgly, and were delighted w,i'r.b. what God had conceded
to you on account of your weakness. ,

This was a grave reproach for Fra Raimondo, but Catherine
did mot want to humiliate him too much, and so, half-jestingly,
half-affectionately, she called him ‘my naughty lictle Father',
almost as if she were caressing him to make him smile. She loved
him and understood and excused his weakness; yet she wanted
him to be more courageous in the furure: "How blissfisl would
have been your soul and mine if with your blood you had
cemented a stone in the wall of Holy Church, for the love of the

: v

P[g:scaﬁilr?; these words Fra Raimondo must have shuddered,
but he may also have reflected that this was too lofty a vision for
common man. Catherine was athirs!;hfur Tmﬂm;hbu!:a:.}:

- expect her Caterinat to show the same enthusiasm.
;?::ﬂﬂ vmhz:flaﬁym:g wark assiduously for the good of the Church,
but not beyond the limits of human possibility; he was no hero
to court death voluntarily and deliberately for the sake of the

was defending. o

caué::ﬁ:ﬁns, howcfr];,g did not want her master to feel too much
ashamed of having been afraid: ‘Really we have cause for tears
when we see that our scanty virtue has not deserved such a
reward’. In this use of “we’ and ‘our’ we sce the delicacy of her
feclings. She has been harsh—now she tries to soften the effect,
She fecls herself responsible for Fra Raimondo’s weakness. If she
had prayed and insisted more earnestly, her master would cer-
tainly have had more courage. Therefore he must not be cast
down: he must banish shame, raise his head, and be ready to
acquire new energy to be able to do later on 'what now seemed




















































































