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Catherine implored God for Church veform

Holy Father’s Letter for 25th anniversa

Far the 25th auniversary of the

" proclamation of St Catherine of Stena

as a doctor of the Cliurch, the Holy Fa-

ther sent the follewing Raliee-language

Letter, dated 1 October, to Archbishop

Gaetano Bonicelli of Stena, Italy, Here
is a translation,

To my Veperable Brother
Archbishop Gaetane Bomcell
of Siena, 1

On the completon of the 25th an-
niversary of the proclamation of St
Catherine of Siena as a doctor of the
universal Church, you considered it 31}:-
portune 1o organize programmes in this
Archdicrese to make the figure of the
saint better Imown, a saint who, in the
soviety of her time, was able to tesnfy
10 the faith with apostotic enthusiasm as
an incomparable teacher of life and doc-

tine.

As 15 well known, Catherine is the a
thor of a body of solid theological reflec-
tions on the perenmal truths contained
i Revelation; and i 15 es?ecially ag-
knowledged that from her oving con-
templation, from her living experience
of Christ, she was able to the sin-
gular light of truth, a clarity of speech
and an impassioned liveliness in explan-
ing her high mystical ideas.

It was thus with pralseworthy ﬁ:as-
toral sensitivity that you, Your Excellen-
cy, took the Idea from this anniversary
ta study with even greater depth and
appreciation the hines of thought of the

" Catherine never tires of

world, love of God and
of one's neighhour, the
heav homeland®
(Bull Misericordia Do-
tni, 29 June 1461)
Her way of *speaking”
overflows, m twn, “into
her writngs, ugua!(y die-
tated for her friends in a
form of dialogue, in
which Catherine reveals
her continuous conversa.
ton with God.

Her language is rich
m biblical words and Hg-
ures, Her vision of the
Trintanan Ged — pow-
etful, wise and mercifisl
— is reflected on man,
ag if in  mimer, and

expressinF theology and
o

anthraj together.
She ?g:ksggf a r?gritely.
which is at the same
time the light of the di-
vine essence an act
of .communion with the
human spitit

Catherine, the suthen-
Hc disciple of St Do-
minic, feels that she s,
like ehjng, ‘a sou]d toy-
mented by o great desie
for the honour of God
and the health of sauls”
(cf, Dinlogue, c. 1). She
realizes that she 18°a lim:
ited creatuwe, but called
to go beyend herself with infinite desire,
with humble courage and with a strong
will

Therefore, in the light and comfort of
merey, in which God [s rich, Catherine
can address the Bternal Father, implor
ing his mercy for herself, for the reform
of the Holy Church, for the whole
waorld, especially for the peace of Cluts-
tiank (cf. Dialogue, c. 1)

Mercy 1s one of the baslc themes of
Catherine's thought, inspired by the ex-

€] Cathetlne of Elana wriling & ieHar, by Demenieo Passianans, 17ih cent.

deslre to manifest the presence of Ged,
who 15 Pather, fove, mercy.

ed by the same zeal a5 St Paul,
Catherine can only preach Christ and
Christ crucified (cf. 1 Cor 2:2), In whosa
blood she feels she 13 hus bride and in
whose blood she writes, as mother and
slster, her Epustolarim. The Letters of
the sant reach the whole world known
to her. Reclplents of her wiitngs are
popes, kings, condoltier, pnests, reli-
gious, craftsmen, the marginaiized, pris-

Sienese saint, OF Catherme, the Su-
preme Pontiff Pius I said that “all her
talking had 8s its subject virtue, reli-
gion, piety, disdain for the things of the

ample of Jesus and his word Jesus
Christ made mercy one of tha main sub-
jects of his preaching, motivated by the

heart embraces

oners and public sinners. Cathevine's
the faithfil who
form *the universal body of the Chris.
tran religion® and all the musters of

NINTH SYNOD COUNCIL MEETS

The Ninth Ordinary Gouncil of the Qeneral Secretarlat of
the Synod of Blshops held 118 third meseting on 10-12 Ooto-
bar in the ofilces of the General Secretarlat.

Chaired by Cardinal Jan P Schotte, C.LC.M., General
Sacretary of the Synod of Bishops, the following took part
Cardinal Joselph Louis Bernardin, Archblshop of Chleago,
USA; Cardinal Godfried Dannesls, Archbishop of Meche-
len-Bruseais, Balglum; Cardinal Carlo Marla Martinl, Arch-
bishop of Milan, Haly; Cardinal Joachim Maisnar, Aroh-
Gishop of Gologno, Gormany; Cardinal Paulos Tzadua,
Archbishep of Addise Ababa, Elhiopia; Gardinal Eduarda
Marlinez Somalo, Profec! of the Congregation for the Insti-
tutes of Coneacratad Life and Sacletias of Apostolic Life,
Vatican Clty; Archblahop Orlando B. Quevede, O.M.l, of
Nusva Segovia, the Phiipplnes, Archbishop Lucianc
Mendos do Almelda, 8.J. of Marlana, Brazll, Archbishop
Stanistaw Nowak of Grestochowa, Paland; Archblshep Os-
car Andrés Rodriguez Maradlaga, 8.0.B of Tapuclgzipa,
Henduras; Arc[r':blshop Armando Trindade of Lahore, Pak-
wian; and Bishop Kevin Dowling, G.SS9.R. ot Rustenburg,
South Alrlca,

l_tSe\rema! axperis of the Ordinary Assembly also ipok
part,
Mons. Forlunalo Frezza, Mons, John A. Abruzzese,
Mons. Jog(is Catald lbénez and Fr Etienna Brocard asslst-
ad on behaif of the General Secretarlat of the Synod

The followlng were pravented Irom taking parl in the
work by urgent pastoral or pergonal commiments Cardi-
nal Edward Bede Clancy, Archbishop of Sydney, Australia;
His .8ealitude Michel Sabbah, Palriarch of Jerusalem for
Lahns, Jarusalem, Old Gity; Archblshop Gabrle! Gonsum
Ganaka of Jos, Nigeria .

The members of the Counclt continued tholr examination
of the Synod Propositionss on the consscraled life, In or-
dar W0 affer the Holy Father suggestlons for the craft of hls
Post-Synodal Exhortation, the publicaton of which 18 ea-
gerly awalted by the particlpanis of the Minth Aszembly

Holy Father to receive proposals on consecrated life

and by ail relegious The work was carned out 1n five ses-
$ONS

On Tussday, 10 Qctobsr, Cardinal Jan P $Hchotte,
GJA.CM., General Secrelary of the Synod of Blshops, ex-
plained the office’s work sinpe the second mesting lask
dune,

From this rapert it It is evident that 1he Secretarlat's ac-
tivity ls making progress in the preparation of five Synods
(Tenth Ordinary Asesambly, Special Assemblies for
Lebanon, Amaerica, Asia and Oceania) and with the imple-
mentation of the four Syncds that have already been cels-

brated (lhe Netherlands Synod, the Extraordinary Assem- .

biy of 1985, the Special Assembly for Africa and the Ninth
Ordinary Asagmbly)

The second part of the sasslon was dedicated to an in-
depth reflection on the Proposiifonss and on the sugges-
tans that are in an advanced stage of praparalion and will
he offered to the Holy Father for the post-syncdal docu-
ment eh the consecrated lifs

The second sesslon, on the afternoen of 10 Octobar,
was davoled to private study by Individuat Councll mems-
bers, with & view 1o resching & more salisfactory knowl-
etye of the subjest to be addressed at subsequent ses-
81008,

On the second day, Wadnesday, 11 Oclober, two eas-
slans took plaes, with the work of two language groups
(ltallan and English), aimed at encouraging individual
sharing on these same topics, for cellaborauon wilh the
Holy Father at Ihis particular momant In the past-syrodal
activitias

The final session, which took place on the morning of 12
Cctober, was devoted 1o collating the resulta of the work of
the tweo language groups.

Whoen fhe sosslon was over, the date for the fourth
meellng was sot for 25-27 June 1096,

At the and of the marning the Holy Father received ihe
Caunorl at & working audlence for common reflection

ry of St Catherine’s receiving title ‘doctor of the Church’

Christ, who form “the

mystical body of th
Holy Churclr, ¢
t a “mystic of

%oﬂﬂcs', with her letters
atherne urges the gov-
emois of Italy and of
other European coun-
tries 1o act as Christians,
1n consonance both with
the truth of God and
with the necessity of act-
ing according to jushice,
It 15 unlgr:n this way
that we and peace
can be brought about,
I.'Il].'llde.l' ﬂlt}thl.:gplﬂse of
charity, wi e respect
for %reEdom that is
God's great gift to man.
‘The cateporical max-
im of St Catherine for
thase in charge of putlic
affairs 15 famous: *Who-
ever does not cast his
eye towards the clty of
his soul. wall never
have it over the present
city of whuich he has
been mede lord” (Lett
338, to Andrea Caval-
cabuo, Senator m Sie-
na} Therefore, in the
politician  spirdtuality 1s
the basis distin-
ﬁ:nsh'mg matk of the
anity of his exeicise of
POWer Qver 3 comamuni-
3; which for him is

Eer&;& a "y’ that is temporarily "ens

Y

For peace wathin the family Catherine
says to spouses. "May your conversation
always be with those who fear Yave
God in tagth, . And the one s to give
light 1o the other, searching for the
teaching of Chyist crucified and the life
of the saknts” (Lert 190, to Francesco di
Pipino, tailor of Florence, and to Agne-
sa, his wike),

Thes year, when the intermatioral
commumnity has dedicated extensive re-
flection to the advancement of women,
T am pleased to recall the greatness and
digndty of this woman, Catherne,
which the magnificent wnd wellknown
ekforts for the gond of the Church found
their motive and strength both in her
urgon with Chist suid & her freedom of
initiative, so well founded and estab.
lished by her faith m God, Hey personal
experience of communion with Christ
continues to draw our attention to the
vole of women, called to work with
thew charlsm in the field of social ad-
vancement and the common goaod.

Diwmg this period of preparation for
the Great Jubilee of the Year 2000, may
§t Cathenine asslst us with her wterces-
sion, she to whom *no one came close”,
Pius 1 recalls, “wathout becomng more
learned and move haly™. May she, who
was the ntrepid and Girm champion of
Rome as the sce of Peter's successor, m-
tercede agoin for “the Church of Rome,
which is the pnncipah;ﬁr of our faith*
(Lett. 347, 1o Count Albenco da Bal-
biano),

May the sant wterceds for the peace
and prasperity of Italy, her homefand,
ang of Burope, which she called to uni-
ty in the obedience of fith, May she in-
tevcede for the city of Siena, so that the
truth of Christ and the fight of his
Gospel may guide the minds and moral
decisions of all her fellow citizens. May
Catherine Intercede so that the clergy
mgy work with zeal and give witness of
& holy life in thelr sacred ministry. May
che obtaln from God a promising re-
floutishing of generous consecrated
lives!

With thesc wishes, I sincerely impart
to you, Venerable Brother, and to &l
the fajthful of this Aichdiocese my
Apostolic Blessing, as a token of abun-
dant heavenly favours.

From the Vatican, I October 1995,
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